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Outline 

The activity on Cetacean Research in Southeast Asian Water 

: Cetacean Sighting Program:

- Work shop / consultation Visit and Preparatory Work on Cetacean 

Sighting Program 

- Information Gathering/Collection and Actual Survey   

- Data Analysis and Information Dissemination 

The Interaction to Fisheries 



ACTIVITIES

1st Sighting survey from Gulf of Thailand to

Andaman Sea, Thailand in 3 March – 4 April

2nd Sighting survey from Gulf of Thailand to

Brunei Darussalam in 4 June – 5 July

Training Workshop on the Cetacean Research

and Shipboard Training 2008

3rd Sighting survey from Gulf of Thailand to

Andaman Sea , Thailand in 21November – 30

December 2008

2008 
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ACTIVITIES

Activity 1 : Workshop/Consultation Visit and 

Preparatory Works 

The 1st Regional Workshop on Information

Gathering and Cetacean Research in the Southeast

Asian Waters 30 – 31 July

Activity 2 : Information Gathering and Actual

Survey by Research Vessel

- 4th Sighting survey from Gulf of Thailand to

Brunei Darussalam in 6 March – 10 April

- 5th Sighting survey from Gulf of Thailand to

Bitung, Indonesia in 23 April – 22 May

- 6th Sighting survey in Philippines water in

16 – 26 Agust

2009
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ACTIVITIES

Activity 1 : Workshop/Consultation Visit and 

Preparatory Works 

The 1st Regional Training Program on Cetacean

Information Gathering and Research

Methodology for Cetacean Stock Assessment, 23-

25 November

Activity 2 : Information Gathering and Actual

Survey by Research Vessel

- 7th Sighting survey in Andaman Sea,

Thailand in 5 May – 7 June

- 8th Sighting survey from Gulf of Thailand to

Sabah and Sarawak, Malaysia in

28 June – 11 August

- 9th Sighting survey Gulf of Thailand to Brunei

Darussalam, Brunei water in

15 September – 25 October

2010
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Sighting survey from Gulf of Thailand to Bitung, 
Indonesia  in 23 April – 22 May, 2009

Short-finned pilot whale
Globicephala macrorhynchus



Cetacean Sighting Survey Onboard the M.V. DA-BFAR

In Philippines Waters

16-26 August , 2009

1) The vessel sailed from Butuan City to

Siargao Island, set one payaw at sea

depth of 1800-2000 m

2) After completing the activities, the M.V.

DA-BFAR proceeded back to Manila,

passing through the Mindanao Sea,

Camotes Sea, Visayan Sea, Sibuyan

Sea and along Romblon Island, then
proceeded to Manila Bay Butuan City in northern 

Mindanao



Data recording, data collection and photography

Sperm whale

Physeter catodon

Camera model : Nikon D80

Lens : Nikon ED 70-200 mm

F-stop : f/5.6



Spinner dolphins
Stenella longirostris

Melon-headed whales
Peponocephala electra

Camera model : Nikon D80

Lens : Nikon ED 70-200 mm

F-stop : f/5.6



Training Workshop on the Cetacean Research and Shipboard Training
2008

Cetaceans sighting materials

Cetaceans sighting data record form 



The 1st Regional Workshop on 

Information Gathering and Cetacean 

Research in the Southeast Asian Waters 
30 – 31 July, 2009

Check list on cetacean species



Cetaceans Distribution on South East Asian region  



Sighting survey in Andaman Sea,  Thailand in 5 May – 7 June, 2010

FRV. Chulabhorn

False Killer whale

Pseudorca crassidens

Camera model : Nikon D80

Lens : Nikon ED 70-200 mm

F-stop : f/5.6



Gulf of Thailand to Sabah and Sarawak, Malaysia water/ MV.SEAFDEC 2

28 June – 11 August, 2010

Bottlenose dolphins
Tursiops truncatus

Camera model : Nikon D80

Lens : Nikon ED 70-200 mm
F-stop : f/7.1

Camera model : Canon 7D
F-stop : f/7.1



Gulf of Thailand to Sabah and Sarawak, Malaysia water/ MV.SEAFDEC 2

28 June – 11 August

Spinner dolphins
Stenella longirostris

Camera model : Nikon D80

Lens : Nikon ED 70-200 mm
F-stop : f/6.3



M.V. SEAFDEC 2         7  cruise

Andaman Sea        2  cruise

Brunei water 3  cruise

Indonesia water 1  cruise

Malaysia water 1  cruise

FRV.Chulabhorn 1  cruise 

Andaman Sea 1  cruise

M.V. DA-BFAR 1  cruise 

Philippines water  1  cruise

List of Cetacean found

Short-finned pilot whale 3 time

Sperm whale 1 time

Melon-head whale 1 time

False killer whale 1 time

Unidentified whale 3 time

Indo-Pacific hum-backed 1 time

Bottlenose dolphin 8 time

Long-beaked common 3 time

Spinner dolphin 5 time

Unidentified dolphin         37 time

total 63 time

Preliminary data report of cetacean sighting



Preliminary data report of cetacean sighting

Short-finned pilot whale 3 time

Sperm whale 1 time

Melon-head whale 1 time

False killer whale 1 time

Unidentified whale 3 time

Indo-Pacific hum-backed 1 time

Bottlenose dolphin 8 time

Long-beaked common 3 time

Spinner dolphin 5 time

Unidentified dolphin          37 time
total 63 time

2008

2009

2010



Interaction to Fisheries 

FADs setting in Andaman sea 

Short-finned pilot whale
Globicephala macrorhynchus



Interaction to Fisheries 

Squid jigging Fishing operation 



Interaction to Fisheries 

Drifting FADs setting in India Ocean 



Interaction to Fisheries 

* The Human and the Cetacean hunting the same preys ?

*  How these two hunters living together in balance ?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_RSESnUI1E&feature=related



Interaction to Fisheries 

Taking into account, the declining of fisheries resources in the

Southeast Asian and increasing of demand of fish and fisheries

products, many national programs on enhancing fisheries resources

in the coastal and offshore areas are high prioritized and

implemented in line with the improved policy framework to manage

fisheries.

Regarding this, fish stock has been increasing around the

enhancing areas for fishers to fish. Unfortunately, it is reported that

many large cetacean are also found in the such areas where they

are enjoy to feed fish which are aggregated. Competition between

people/fishers and cetacean to get the same target fish are often

found in some season when existing cetacean or migrate cetacean

come into the human fishing ground.

To protect fish for the people or to feed them for cetacean,

national policy management are needed to be clarified. Proper

fisheries management framework needed to be adapted to ensure
sustainable fisheries on fish for the people…




